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How honeybees share directions

Name Date

When a honeybee finds a patch of flowers full of nectar, she flies back to the hive to tell her sisters. She cannot
speak, so she dances. If the flowers are close, she moves in a small circle. If they are far away, she does a “waggle
dance”: she walks in a straight line while shaking her body, then loops around and does it again. The direction of the
straight line shows the direction of the flowers compared with the sun. The longer she waggles, the farther away the
flowers are. Other bees crowd around, feel her movements and smell the flowers on her body. Then they fly out to
find the food themselves. Scientists study these dances to learn how such small insects work together so well.

Question Answer

1. How does a bee tell others about flowers?

2. What does a small circle dance mean?

3. What does the length of the waggle show?

4. Why do you think other bees smell the dancer?

5. What does the word “patch” mean in this passage?

Notes



ENGLISH WORKSHEETS PACK (GRADES 2–5)

Iaohb.com · Personal and small-business use; please do not resell or share the files. 2

Answer key

# Answer

1 She dances.

2 The flowers are close.

3 How far away the flowers are.

4 Sample: to learn what kind of flower to look for.

5 A small area of flowers growing together.

Notes


